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Basic Road Safety Figures (2000)Basic Road Safety Figures (2000)

PopulationPopulation

(millions)(millions)

VehiclesVehicles

(millions)(millions)

Persons Persons 
KilledKilled

Killed per Killed per 
million million 
VehiclesVehicles

Southern Southern 
Member Member 
StatesStates

118118 7676 16.09816.098 211211

New Member New Member 
StatesStates

7575 3131 11.49911.499 365365
StatesStates

Other EU Other EU 
Member Member 
StatesStates

375375 145145 23.76323.763 164164

TotalTotal 568568 253253 51.36051.360 203203

Source: CARE, IRTAD, Eurostat
Southern Member States: Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece
New Member States: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 

Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia



Road Safety  Performance in EU Member StatesRoad Safety  Performance in EU Member States
(fatality rate per billion motor vehicle kilometers)(fatality rate per billion motor vehicle kilometers)
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PortugalPortugal

On January 2003, the Portuguese Government approved the first National On January 2003, the Portuguese Government approved the first National 
Road Safety Plan (prepared by LNEC, PRP and DGV), in which the following Road Safety Plan (prepared by LNEC, PRP and DGV), in which the following 
quantitative are set:quantitative are set:

• to reduce by 50% to reduce by 50% the number of KSI (killed and serious injuries) the number of KSI (killed and serious injuries) 
resulting from road accidents in 2010, as compared to the average resulting from road accidents in 2010, as compared to the average resulting from road accidents in 2010, as compared to the average resulting from road accidents in 2010, as compared to the average 
number of yearly reported victims in the period 1998number of yearly reported victims in the period 1998--20002000

• to reduce by 60% the number of KSI resulting from road accidents in to reduce by 60% the number of KSI resulting from road accidents in 
2010, involving pedestrians and two wheel vehicle occupants occurring in 2010, involving pedestrians and two wheel vehicle occupants occurring in 
urban areas (as compared to the average number of yearly victims in the urban areas (as compared to the average number of yearly victims in the 
period 1998period 1998--2000)2000)



SpainSpain

InIn SpainSpain everyevery year,year, YearlyYearly NationalNational RoadRoad SafetySafety PlansPlans areare issued,issued,
wherewhere areare statedstated::

-- thethe specificspecific roadroad safetysafety objectivesobjectives ofof thethe yearyear (not(not quantitative)quantitative)

-- thethe specificspecific roadroad safetysafety measuresmeasures

-- concreteconcrete budgetbudget forfor eacheach measuremeasure-- concreteconcrete budgetbudget forfor eacheach measuremeasure

-- thethe AuthorityAuthority inin chargecharge ofof thethe implementationimplementation

-- thethe specificspecific geographicgeographic areasareas ofof implementationimplementation

NoNo quantifiedquantified targetstargets areare statedstated inin thesethese YearlyYearly PlansPlans



ItalyItaly

•• AA nationalnational roadroad safetysafety programmeprogramme settingsetting thethe targettarget ofof reductionreduction ofof
fatalitiesfatalities byby 4040%% tilltill 20102010 waswas adoptedadopted soso farfar

•• InappropriateInappropriate datadata (very(very frequentfrequent systemsystem changes)changes) makemake veryvery difficultdifficult
thethe overalloverall evaluationevaluation ofof roadroad safetysafety levellevel inin ItalyItaly asas wellwell asas thethe
identificationidentification ofof specificspecific roadroad safetysafety problemsproblems andand thethe impactimpact ofofidentificationidentification ofof specificspecific roadroad safetysafety problemsproblems andand thethe impactimpact ofof
measuresmeasures implementedimplemented

•• EvenEven thoughthough aa wellwell designeddesigned legislationlegislation frameworkframework isis available,available, thethe
implementationimplementation ofof measuresmeasures isis efficientefficient onlyonly inin aa limitedlimited numbernumber ofof
regionsregions andand citiescities

•• SeveralSeveral piecemealpiecemeal initiativesinitiatives butbut notnot aa systematicsystematic nationnation--widewide
approachapproach



Why Greece shows steadily the lowest level of Road Safety?Why Greece shows steadily the lowest level of Road Safety?

• Fragmentary implementation of road safety measures and lack of
coordination between the competent Authorities, resulting in reduced
efficiency

• Lack of systematic enforcement of all road safety related infringements

• Road network insufficiencies and inadequate maintenance inside and• Road network insufficiencies and inadequate maintenance inside and
outside urban areas

• Lack of an efficient system for road safety training and information of the
drivers, as well as of a reliable vehicle technical inspection system

• Insufficient system for road casualty care

• Lack of systematic monitoring of the road safety level and problems and
of the appropriate assessment of the measures efficiency



Setting the Targets for the Road Safety Program in GreeceSetting the Targets for the Road Safety Program in Greece

TheThe firstfirst fivefive--yearyear StrategicStrategic PlanPlan forfor thethe improvementimprovement ofof roadroad safetysafety inin
GreeceGreece (prepared(prepared byby NTUA)NTUA) waswas officiallyofficially adoptedadopted byby thethe GovernmentGovernment onon
JuneJune 20012001 andand thethe targettarget setset waswas thethe decreasedecrease ofof 2020%% upup toto 20052005
andand 4040%% upup toto 20152015 inin thethe numbernumber ofof personspersons killedkilled inin roadroad accidentsaccidents

TheThe targettarget settingsetting procedureprocedure waswas basedbased onon thethe coco--considerationconsideration ofof::

a)a) viewsviews ofof GreekGreek andand foreignforeign expertsexperts onon thethe implementationimplementation degreedegree
andand thethe efficiencyefficiency ofof thethe proposedproposed roadroad safetysafety measuresmeasures

b)b) targetstargets ofof programmesprogrammes fromfrom otherother developeddeveloped countriescountries

TheThe targettarget settingsetting procedureprocedure waswas notnot basedbased onon aa detaileddetailed evaluationevaluation ofof
thethe potentialpotential benefitsbenefits fromfrom eacheach roadroad safetysafety measuremeasure proposedproposed



Basic Road Safety Related Trends in GreeceBasic Road Safety Related Trends in Greece

19981998 19991999 20002000 20012001 20022002
19981998--
20022002

Injury road Injury road 
accidentsaccidents

24.81924.819 24.23124.231 23.12723.127 19.71019.710 16.85216.852 --32%32%

Persons killedPersons killed 2.1822.182 2.1162.116 2.0882.088 1.8951.895 1.6541.654 --24%24%

Vehicles (x1000)Vehicles (x1000) 4.3234.323 4.6904.690 5.0615.061 5.3905.390 5.7415.741 +33%+33%

Speed Speed 
infringementsinfringements

92.12292.122 97.94797.947 175.075175.075 316.451316.451 418.421418.421 +354%+354%

Drink & drive Drink & drive 
infringementsinfringements

13.99613.996 17.66517.665 30.50730.507 49.46449.464 48.94748.947 +250%+250%

Drink & drive Drink & drive 
checkschecks

202.161202.161 246.611246.611 365.388365.388 710.998710.998 1.034.5021.034.502 +412%+412%

Source: Police, National Statistical Service of Greece



Progress of Road Safety Actions in GreeceProgress of Road Safety Actions in Greece

• Traffic Police continued the intensification of road safety enforcement
(mainly speeding and drinking and driving)

• Two large-scale campaigns for the promotion of road safety were
issued

• The Ministry of Transport and Communications has started the• The Ministry of Transport and Communications has started the
implementation of a 14-points programme for the improvement of
road safety, dealing mainly with driver behaviour and vehicle
inspection

• The Ministry of Public Works limits its actions to the development of a
motorway network (750 km in Patras-Athens-Thessaloniki, 700 km in
Via Egnatia, 70 km in the Athens Ring Road)



Evaluation of Road Safety Target setting in GreeceEvaluation of Road Safety Target setting in Greece

In the first 18 months, a decrease of 13% in the number of persons
killed was observed, attributed to:

a) some actions (mainly the enforcement intensification)
b) important increase in vehicle ownership

Targets set for Greece are expected to be largely met, a fact attributed
mainly to the underestimation of important external parameters
(steep increase of vehicle ownership and related congestion) during the
target setting process.



CyprusCyprus

�� On 2002, the Government of Cyprus approved the first National Road On 2002, the Government of Cyprus approved the first National Road 
Safety Strategic Plan (prepared by ETEK and NTUA experts) covering the Safety Strategic Plan (prepared by ETEK and NTUA experts) covering the 
period 2002 period 2002 –– 2006.2006.

•• It is the first time that quantitative targets are set in Cyprus as far as It is the first time that quantitative targets are set in Cyprus as far as 
road safety improvement is concerned and an integrated policy is road safety improvement is concerned and an integrated policy is 
introduced.introduced.introduced.introduced.

•• The target set was to reduce by 20% the number of persons killed in The target set was to reduce by 20% the number of persons killed in 
road accidents in 2006, as compared to the average number of yearly road accidents in 2006, as compared to the average number of yearly 
reported persons killed in the period 1996reported persons killed in the period 1996--20002000

(this is translated into a number of persons killed in road accidents in (this is translated into a number of persons killed in road accidents in 
Cyprus by 2006 of less than 90).Cyprus by 2006 of less than 90).



Lessons from Southern European CountriesLessons from Southern European Countries

• Several different road safety patterns are found in the various
Countries and Regions of Southern Europe

• Inadequate organisation of road safety Authorities constitutes the
main cause of limited efficiency of road safety policies and measures

• Increased traffic of two-wheel motor vehicles and pedestrians
constitute basic reason for increased accident risk

• A large gap exists between theory and practice: e.g. legislation and
implementation

• Targeted road safety programs made their appearance



Road Safety Performance in the 10 New Member StatesRoad Safety Performance in the 10 New Member States
(fatality rate per 100.000 motor vehicles)(fatality rate per 100.000 motor vehicles)
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Basic Road Safety Trends in the New Member StatesBasic Road Safety Trends in the New Member States

• Average road safety level in the New Member States lacks seriously
behind (about three time less safe) the average road safety level of the
European Union of 15 Member States

• No uniformity between the New Member States is observed in both the
road safety level and the related efforts

• Several efforts for the improvement of road safety in several of the New
Members States took place during the last decade, but a lot more have to
be done, especially at the Countries with high casualty record

• In some countries (e.g. Cyprus, Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic,
Slovenia) targeted road safety plans are issued since long



Road Safety Priorities for the Southern Member StatesRoad Safety Priorities for the Southern Member States

• Creation of a safe environment (behaviour, roads, vehicles) for the 
traffic of two-wheel motor vehicles and pedestrians

• Efficient organisation of road safety Authorities

• Systematic accident and traffic data collection combined with serious 
analyses of road accident causes

• Systematic accident and traffic data collection combined with serious 
analyses of road accident causes

• Introduction of systematic monitoring of the measures 
implementation and the related results

• Systematic promotion of the adequate driver behaviour

• Introduction of targeted road safety programs at national and 
regional level



EU Priorities for the Zone with less safe roadsEU Priorities for the Zone with less safe roads

• AbandonAbandon ofof thethe "Subsidiarity""Subsidiarity" principleprinciple limitinglimiting anyany seriousserious EUEU levellevel
initiative,initiative, asas roadroad accidentsaccidents makemake nono distinctiondistinction ofof nationalitynationality ofof personspersons
involvedinvolved (see(see thethe twotwo majormajor GermanGerman busbus accidentsaccidents inin HungaryHungary andand
France)France)

• IntroductionIntroduction ofof compulsorycompulsory toolstools forfor roadroad safetysafety improvementsimprovements inin allall EUEU
MemberMember StatesStates couldcould bebe provedproved veryvery beneficialbeneficial forfor thethe ZoneZone ofof CountriesCountriesMemberMember StatesStates couldcould bebe provedproved veryvery beneficialbeneficial forfor thethe ZoneZone ofof CountriesCountries
withwith lessless safesafe roadsroads::

-- nationnation--widewide systematicsystematic hazardoushazardous locationslocations management,management, roadroad safetysafety
auditsaudits andand inspectioninspection andand roadroad safetysafety impactimpact assessmentassessment

-- dedicateddedicated budgetbudget toto roadroad safetysafety actionsactions

-- independent,independent, reliablereliable andand continuouscontinuous monitoringmonitoring ofof safetysafety level,level,
actionaction implementationimplementation progressprogress andand measuresmeasures impactimpact

-- systematicsystematic publicationpublication ofof safetysafety measuresmeasures resultsresults



ConclusionConclusion

• TheThe achievementachievement ofof EUEU roadroad safetysafety targettarget ((--5050%% byby 20102010)) dependsdepends
directlydirectly onon thethe performanceperformance ofof thethe ZoneZone ofof CountriesCountries withwith lessless safesafe
roads,roads, asas thesethese presentpresent thethe higherhigher improvementimprovement potentialpotential..

• TheThe twotwo GeographicGeographic EntitiesEntities (Southern(Southern andand NewNew MemberMember States)States)
presentpresent significantlysignificantly differentdifferent roadroad safetysafety patternspatterns andand consequentlyconsequentlypresentpresent significantlysignificantly differentdifferent roadroad safetysafety patternspatterns andand consequentlyconsequently
differentiateddifferentiated policiespolicies areare requiredrequired..

• WithinWithin eacheach GeographicGeographic EntityEntity importantimportant differencesdifferences betweenbetween roadroad
safetysafety levelslevels andand culturescultures exist,exist, whichwhich shouldshould bebe reflectedreflected inin thethe
selectionselection ofof measuresmeasures toto bebe takentaken..

• TheThe rolerole ofof thethe EuropeanEuropean UnionUnion inin introducingintroducing compulsorycompulsory andand
quantifiedquantified roadroad safetysafety proceduresprocedures isis consideredconsidered necessarynecessary..


