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Road Safety Performance in Greece

The most impressive road safety 
improvement in the EU during the 
last decade: 51% road fatalities 
decrease

2018 fatality rate (64 deaths per 
million inhabitants) is now closer to 
the EU average

690 fatalities (-5,6%) in 2018: the 
best ever performance since 1965; 
only 61 lives to be saved to reach the 
2020 target
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Road Safety Measures in Greece

Not too much enforcement effort; part of the fatalities 
reduction attributed to the economic crisis; however, several 
positive activities contributed to this spectacular safety 
improvement:
• great improvement of the main road network (from 750km of 

motorways in 2007 to 2.200 km in 2018)
• several Local Authorities implemented city mobility and 

safety plans
• implementation of all EU Directives and all procedures is always tighter
• new traffic fines scheme (2018) based on infringement safety importance and offenders’ income
• introduction of vehicle control inspection run by private entities; very efficient against corruption
• massive and very efficient campaigns, training and other activities (mainly by IOAS Road Safety Institute)
• the scientific community (NTUA, HIT, HITE) supports systematically decision makers, stakeholders, society

as a result:
the Greek drivers changed significantly their behavior, initially triggered by the crisis, but they maintain it 
also as a result of the constantly improving road safety culture
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