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Promoting 30 km/h speed limit

üSupported by:
ÅEuropean Transport Safety Council (ETSC)

ÅCities and regions for Transport Innovation (POLIS)

ÅEuropean Conference of Transport Research Institutes 

(ECTRI)

ÅNational Technical University of Athens Road Safety 

Observatory (NRSO)

ÅDepartment of Transportation Planning and Engineering 

(NTUA)

ÅHellenic Institute of Transportation Engineers (SES)

üDuration:
Å 30 months (July 2022ðNovember 2024)



George Yannis, Promoting 30km/h speed limit - Running 30 Marathons in 30 months 

SpeedingKills (1/2)

ü Road crashes is a major societal problem worldwide, with 1,35 million road 

fatalities per year and more than 50 million of road injuries

ü Speeding is the number one cause of road crashes worldwide, especially in 

cities where pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists are highly exposed and 

vulnerable in case of a collision.

ü Speed has been found to be a major contributory factor in around 10-15% 

of total crashes and in around 30% of fatal crashes

ü Both excessive speed (driving above the speed limit) and inappropriate 

speed (driving too fast for the conditions, but within the limits) are 

important crash causation factors

ü Speed effects the quality of life of urban residents, especially the safe 

mobility of vulnerable road users

Speeding is the number one cause of road crashes worldwide and the 

main reason for pedestrian, cyclist and motorcycle casualties in cities
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SpeedingKills (2/2)
üWhen speed increases, the risk of a crash and of its severity 

increases as well

üThe increase in crash risk is usually attributed by the fact 

that when speed increases, the time to react to changes in 

the environment is shorter and manoeuvrabilityof a 

speeding car is smaller

üThe relationship between speed and crash risk is a power 

function: With increasing speed, the crash risk increases 

more as the absolute speed is higher

üThere is also a strong statistical relationship between speed 

and road crashes

üA 5% increase in average speed leads to approximately a 

10% increase in all injury crashes and a 20% increase in fatal 

crashes 
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üReductions in speed limits are intended to improve road safety 

by decreasing travelling speed and thus reducing the risk of 

crashes occurring and the severity of crashes that do occur

üAs urbanization and motorization continue to grow, a speed 

limit of 30 km/h should be standard in all places where cars, 

cyclists, and pedestrians interact

üStreets that promote safe walking and cycling can reduce car 

dependency and harmful vehicle emissions that contribute to 

climate change

üBased on crashes in France the mortality risk of pedestrians, 

when hit by a car was low (about 1%) at an impact speed of 30 

km/h, but increased by a factor of 2 at 40 km/h, a factor of 6 at 

50 km/h and a factor of 18 at 60 km/h

30km/h Speed Limit for Safer, Healthier and Greener Cities

30km/h Speed Limit in Cities (1/2)


