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Road Safety Globally

 Road crashes are a major global social problem which 

the United Nations General Assembly has called 

"Global Road Safety Crisis“

 Ιn 2016, it is estimated that around 1.35 million people

lost their lives as a result of road traffic crashes (World 

Health Organization, 2018)

 More than half of all road traffic deaths are among 

vulnerable road users: pedestrians, cyclists, and 

motorcyclists

 Road traffic injury is currently the leading cause of 

death for children and young adults aged 5 – 29 years



Eva Michelaraki, Assessment of the evolution of road safety in Greece

Evolution of Road Fatalities in Greece, 2010-2020

 Over the last decade, Greece recorded the 

highest decrease in road fatalities per million 

population (54%) in the EU (from position 27th

in 2010 to position 20th in 2020)

 Greece was the only EU country that achieved 

the decade 2010-2020 target of 50% road 

fatalities reduction

 At EU level, road fatalities per million 

population were decreased by 36% over the 

same period

 Only 8 EU countries recorded a decrease in 

road fatalities per population over 40%

Source: European Commission

Processing: NTUA - Road Safety Observatory

https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/road/news/2021-04-20-road-safety
http://www.nrso.ntua.gr/
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Road Safety Measures in Greece

 Significant part of the fatalities reduction since 2010 is 

attributed to the economic crisis

 Several positive activities also contributed to this 

improvement:
- great improvement of the main road network (from 750km of 

motorways in 2007 to 2.200 km in 2018)

- several Local Authorities implemented city mobility and safety plans

- implementation of all EU Directives and all procedures is always tighter

- new traffic fines scheme (2018) based on infringement safety 

importance and offenders’ income

- introduction of vehicle control inspection run by private entities; very 

efficient against corruption

 As a result: the Greek drivers changed significantly their 

behavior, initially triggered by the crisis, but they maintain it 

also as a result of the constantly improving road safety 

culture
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Road Crash Factors in Greece, 2019 

 Driving at high speeds

 High rates of motorcyclists

 Low rates of belt and helmet use, especially 

for passengers

 Unorganized and unprotected traffic of 

vulnerable road users

 Driving under the influence of alcohol and 

using a mobile phone

 Aggressive driving

% Fatalities (2019) Greece ΕΕ

Inside built up areas 54% 38%

Drivers 68% 64%

Passengers 11% 15%

Pedestrians 21% 20%

Motorcyclists/Moped (PTW) riders 36% 18%

Young drivers (18-24) (% drivers) 13% 13%

Older drivers (64+) (% drivers) 21% 23%

Single vehicle crashes (% drivers and passengers) 52% 39%

Passenger Car Occupants’ Fatalities (2019)

Seat belt use
No Seat belt use/ 

not recorded
Total

53 149 202

26% 74% 100%

PTW Riders’ Fatalities (2019)

Helmet use
No Helmet belt use/ 

not recorded
Total

84 163 247

34% 66% 100%

Source: ELSTAT, Care

Processing: NTUA - Road Safety Observatory

https://www.statistics.gr/en/home/
http://www.integrated-assessment.eu/eu/resource_centre/care_community_road_accident_database.html
http://www.nrso.ntua.gr/
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Passenger Car Occupants’ Fatalities, 2019

Inside built-up areas

Seat belt use
No Seat belt use/ 

not recorded
Total

18 61 79

23% 77% 100%

Outside built-up areas

Seat belt use
No Seat belt use/ 

not recorded
Total

35 88 123

28% 72% 100%

Passenger Car Occupants’ Fatalities (2019)

Source: ELSTAT

Processing: NTUA - Road Safety Observatory

 29% of fatalities were passenger car 

occupants (202 out of 688)

 Only 23% (18 out of 79) of passenger car 

occupants used their seat belt inside built-

up areas

 The proportion of passenger car 

occupants used their seat belt outside 

built-up areas was 28% (35 out of 123)

 No significant difference was observed 

between urban and rural areas

https://www.statistics.gr/en/home/
http://www.nrso.ntua.gr/
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PTW Riders’ Fatalities, 2019

Source: ELSTAT

Processing: NTUA - Road Safety Observatory

Inside built-up areas

Helmet use
No Helmet belt use/ 

not recorded
Total

41 108 149

28% 72% 100%

Outside built-up areas

Helmet use
No Helmet belt use/ 

not recorded
Total

43 55 98

44% 56% 100%

PTW Riders’ Fatalities (2019) The proportion of motorcyclists in the total 

number of fatalities was 33% (228 out of 688), 

while moped riders represented another 3% 

(19 out of 688)

 Only 28% (41 out of 149) of PTW riders used 

their helmet inside built-up areas

 Approximately 44% (43 out of 98) of PTW 

riders used their helmet outside built-up areas

https://www.statistics.gr/en/home/
http://www.nrso.ntua.gr/
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Single Vehicle Crashes, 2019

Source: ELSTAT

Processing: NTUA - Road Safety Observatory

 62% (125 out of 202) of passenger cars’ 

fatalities and 45% (111 out of 247) of PTWs’ 

fatalities occurred in single vehicle crashes

 Almost 65% (51 out of 79) of passenger cars’ 

fatalities occurred in single vehicle crashes 

inside built-up areas

 Lastly, 52% (51 out of 98) of PTWs’ fatalities 

occurred in single vehicle crashes outside 

built-up areas

Passenger Cars’ Single Vehicle Crashes (2019)

Single Vehicle Total %

125 202 62%

Inside built-up areas

51 79 65%

Outside built-up areas

74 123 60%

PTWs’ Single Vehicle Crashes (2019)

Single Vehicle Total %

111 247 45%

Inside built-up areas

60 149 40%

Outside built-up areas

51 98 52%

https://www.statistics.gr/en/home/
http://www.nrso.ntua.gr/
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Main Causes

Main causes of the high number of road crashes in Greece:

 Inadequate enforcement that is not perceived by the driver

 Road infrastructure and overall organization of urban space 

and traffic oriented to accommodate private cars and speed

 Interurban roads with inadequate maintenance and defects 

making dangerous surprises to drivers while they also do not 

forgive driver mistakes

 Inadequacies of Authorities – a bad example for citizens

 Indifference of the Authorities and its citizens to respect the 

rules and the correct traffic behaviour

 Promotion of poor driving behaviour patterns
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Institutional Road Safety Problems 

Key institutional road safety problems in Greece:

 Inefficient organization of the Public Administration 

 Lack of organized State structures with priority to the 

problem of road crashes and lack of accountability for 

the implementation of their actions

 Lack of a centralized structure with substantial road 

safety responsibility and authority on State agencies 

and accountability for its actions

 Insufficient funding for road safety

 Failure to understand that road safety is a science
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Key Challenges

 The significant reduction of road casualties during the 

last decade, mainly attributed to the economic crisis 

and the significant upgrade of the road network 

indicates that there is a great potential for further 

improvements 

 The consistent and continuous implementation of the 

priority measures by all parties involved at national, 

regional and local level is not only a tool for the 

achievement of the targets, but also a challenge for 

citizens and authorities to work together for a 

significant improvement of road safety level in Greece
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Key Suggestions

 Strong political will at the highest political level and financial 

support in order to activate the necessary mechanisms for 

the efficient implementation of the Strategic Planning

 Intensification of enforcement by the Traffic Police with 

emphasis on the most dangerous behavioural offenses 

(speeding, seat belt, helmet)

 Systematic monitoring of the implementation of actions and 

of the factors affecting the road safety level (through KPIs)

 Development and implementation of an effective road 

infrastructure safety management system 

 Design and implementation of an integrated policy to 

promote safe driving behaviour 
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