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Background:
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Road safety is becoming a cross-sector issue. It is 
increasingly integrated with public health and 
sustainability agendas.

The Stockholm Declaration marked a shift toward 
integration. 

It frames road safety as essential for both improving 
public health and reducing climate impac, especially by 
promoting safe walking, cycling, and active mobility.
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Background – more research is 
needed, as:
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There is a gap between the formal policy level and research 
practice. 

The “Integrated Approach” represents the most advanced stage 
of Safe System.

It should be complemented by an integrated understanding of 
traffic safety culture.

But there are still very few traffic safety culture studies that fully 
apply this approach, highlighting the need for new models.

Rrelationships may be assumed at the policy level but research is 
needed to map synergies and conflicts.
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Aims of the study:
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Conduct a literature review to examine previous research on traffic 
sustainability culture, which includes both safety and other 
sustainability development goals (SDGs), in line with the 
Integrated goal approach of the 2020 Stockholm declaration, and 

Develop a conceptual model of traffic sustainability culture which 
includes both traffic safety and other sustainability goals, in line 
with the Integrated Goal Approach. 
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Questions for the literature review:
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What do they find about the relationships between the levels, and which analytical mechanisms 
can explain it? To what extent do they include the full causal chain in the model?

To what extent do the studies examine the relationships between the four analytical levels in 
the model? What information and results do they include about each level, related to SDGs, 

synergies and conflicts?

What doe the studies find about the relationships between SDGs? a) Synergies? -what are the 
mechanisms in the synergies? b) Conflicts? -what are the mechanisms in the conflicts?

Which SDGs do the studies focus on (e.g. traffic safety, gender equality, work environment, 
public health, livable cities etc)?
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Point of departure for our model:
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Identified synergies, conflicts, and 

underlying mechanisms at the system level
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Identified synergies, conflicts, and underlying 
mechanisms at the culture level
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Identified synergies, conflicts, and underlying 

mechanisms at the behaviour level
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Identified synergies, conflicts, and 

underlying mechanisms at the outcome level
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Summing up I:
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Synergies and conflicts between SDGs must be examined at each level 
in the model. 

For instance, although SDG integration is assumed at the policy level, 
there may be conflicts between shared and informal norms at the traffic 
culture level. 

SDG interactions are multidirectional and complex, with some goals 
reinforcing traffic safety and others potentially constraining it.

More such studies may facilitate deeper understanding of how policies 
can effectively promote SDG integration through the causal 
mechanisms outlined in the model.
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Summing up II:
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The main policy implication of our study concerns the need for increased 
trade-off awareness at the policy level.

This entails, first, recognising synergies between SDGs, which should 
motivate the implementation of policies that advance multiple goals 
simultaneously. 

Second, it entails the explicit recognition that policy actions designed to 
achieve one objective may unintentionally undermine others, and that 
such tensions must be identified, assessed, and actively managed. 

Our study contributes to strengthening trade-off awareness by 
systematically mapping synergies and conflicts across the four analytical 
levels of the traffic sustainability culture model 
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Thank you for your attention!
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This study is part of the EU-project TRUST: “TSC a 
systematic transition towards shared responsibility for 
safe and sustainable mobility in the EU”. (Grant 
agreement ID: 101197992). 

Tor-Olav Nævestad, E-mail: ton@toi.no
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